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 Environmental effects of PPCPs
 Negative consequences of improper 
disposal of pharmaceuticals
 Steps to share with patients and 
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over age 60 






Off Of !/IE S!l?EE!S. .. 
OUT Of !/IE WA/El?/ 
What is an unwanted 
medicine and why would 
people have them?
What is a medicine 
take-back program?
How do I dispose of 
unwanted medicines?
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✓ Prescription medications )( Needles/sharps 
(including controlled) )( Syringes with needles 
✓ All over-the-counter )( Thermometers 
medications )( IV Bags 
✓ Pet medications X Bloody or infectious 
✓ Vitamins & Supplements waste 
✓ Medicated ointments, X Personal care products 
Lotions, creams, and oils )( Empty containers 
✓ Liquid medication in Hydrogen Peroxide 
Leakproof containers )( Aerosol cans 
)( Full Inhalers 
Why can’t I take medicines 
back to where I got them?
What happens to medicines 
after they have been dropped 
off at a take-back box or one 
day collection event?








What can healthcare 
professionals do?
Talk to patients 
and colleagues
















PRAIRI E RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
UN]VERSITY OF lLLI I OIS 
EXTENS1I O1N 
© 2016 The Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois
